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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please make the following changes to the claims. 

1. (Currently Amended) A machine for assembling seats for use in vehicles that 
have a seat frame supporting a cushion covered by a finish fabric, comprising: 

a seat frame holder having at least one clamping member that secures the seat 
frame in a chosen orientation; 

a mover that selectively causes movement of the seat frame holder; 

an alignment portion having at least one alignment member that is adapted to 
protrude through an opening in the fabric and to be at least partially received within a 
receiver in the scat frame, the alignment member operating to align the opening and the 
receiver, the alignment portion being moveable independent of and relative to the seat 
frame holder, and 

a biasing device that biases the alignment portion toward the seat frame holder, 
tlj©-bias of the biasing device being passively released and o vercome by the force of the 
V^l mover moving the seat frame holder such that the alignment portion selectively moves 

with the seat frame holder. 

2. (Original) The machine of claim 1, wherein the alignment portion comprises a 
support plate and including two post alignment members supported on the support plate. 
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3. (Cuirently Amended) The machine of claim 1, wherein the ah'gnment portion is 
supported on a carriage that is moveably supported for selective movement relative to the 
seat frame iiolde r, the carriage is also moveable and mov e ment - -with the holder 
responsive to movement of the--ffle v ei Tre 8 pcctively hQlder. 

4. (Original) The machine of claim 3, wherem the biasing device comprises a 
pneumatic cylinder that biases the carriage toward the seat holder. 

5. (Original) The machine of claim 4, including a pressure regulator diat regulates a 
bias provided by the biasing device, the piressune regulator automatically releasing 
pressure from the pneumatic cylinder responsive to the force of the mover moving the 
seat holder, 

6. (Original) The machine of claim 5, including a manually operable control that 
allows an operator to selectively adjust the bias of the biasing device by controlling the 
pressure regulator. 

7. (Original) The machine of claim 1, including at least one manually operable 
control that allows an operator to selectively adjust a position of the alignment portion 
relative to the seat holder. 
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8. (Original) The machine of claim 1, including a carriage supporting the alignment 
portion, the carriage being biased by the biasing device, and wherein the alignment 
portion is selectively adjustable relative to the carnage. 

9. (Original) The machine of claim 1, wherein the biasing device is selectively 
controlled to remove any bias and the alignment portion is selectively moveable out of an 
operative position relative to the seat holder such that the alignment portion is selectively 
not used for a seat assembly process. 




10- (Currently Amended) A machine for assembling scats for use in vehicles that 
have a seat frame supporting a cushion covered by a finish fabric, comprising: 



a base that remains a fixed distance fi:om a floor surface: 

a plurality of fabric cover supports arranged to at least temporarily support the 

fabric cover in a position to receive the seat ft'am e. the supports each having an end that 

remains a fixed distance from the base : 

a seat hold^ having at least one clamping member that secures the scat frame in a 

chosen orientation relative to the fabric cover supports; 

a mover that selectively causes movement of the seat frame holder; and 
an alignment portion having at least one alignment member that is adapted to 

protrude through an opening in the fabric and to be at least partially received within a 

receiver in the seat firaine, the alignment member operating to align the opening and the 

receiver, the alignment portion being moveable independent of and relative to the seat 

frame holder. 
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11- (Original) The machine of claim 10, including a control for selectively operating 
the mover to cause the seat holder to move relative to the supports such that the seat 
frame is inserted into the fabric cover. 

12. (Original) The machine of claim 1 1, including a control to independently control 
a position of the alignment portion relative to the suppozts. 




13. (Currently Amended) The machine of claim XO, including a carriage that supports 
the alignment portion and wher e in th ea biasing device that i s operative to selectively bias 
the carriage toward the seat holder. 



14, (Original) The machine of claim 13, wherein the alignment member is selectively 
moveable relative to the carriage. 

15. (Currently Amended) The machine of claim i^lO, including a biasing device that 
biases the alignment portion toward the seat frame holder, the bias of the biasing device 
being overcome by the force of the mover moving the seat frame holder such that the 
alignment portion selectively moves with the seat firame holder. 
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16. (Original) The machine of claim 15, wherein the biasing device comprises a 
pneumatic cylinder that biases the caniage toward the seat holder and including a 
pressure regulator that regulates a bias provided by the biasing device, the pressure 
regulator automatically releasing pressure from the pneumatic cylinder responsive to the 
force of the mover moving the seat holder, 

17. (Original) The machine of claim 16, including a manually operable control that 
allows an operator to selectively adjust the bias of the biasing device by controlling the 
pressure regulator. 




18, (Original) The machine of claim 10, wherein the alignment portion includes a 
support plate and including two post alignment members supported on the support plate, 
the posts being adapted to protrude through two fabric openings and to be at least 
partially received into two receivers in the seat frame. 



19. (Original) The machine of claim 10. wherein the biasing device is selectively 
controlled to remove any bias and the alignment portion is selectively moveable out of an 
operative position relative to the seat holder such that die alignment portion is selectively 
not used for a seat assembly process. 



7 



PAGE 8I13'RCVDAT11I19/20031:58:49PM [Eastern StandardM^ 



11/19/2003 ID 14:02 FAI 1248SW363 Carlson, Gaskey & Olds 



67,014-005 



20. (Original) The machine of claim 10, including a first manually operable control 
for selectively energising the mover and a second manually operable control for 
selectively adjusting a position of the alignment portion relative to the scat holder. 



21. (New) The machine of claim 1, including a base that remains a fixed distance 
from a floor surface and a plurality of supports arranged to at least tempoianly support 
the finished fabric, the supports having an end distal from the base that remains a fixed 
distance from the base. 

22. (New) The machine of claim 10^ including a biasing device that biases the 
alignment portion toward the seat frame holder, the bias of the biasing device being 
passively released responsive to the force of the mover moving the seat frame holder such 
that the alignment portion selectively moves with the scat frame holder. 
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